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Statement of Endorsement
My agency/organization, _______________________________________________________________, endorses the initiative to create an Oakland City ID card. We believe that the potential benefits for Oakland residents justify the City's careful consideration and expeditious implementation of such a card. The ID card will fill a void by providing an official form of personal identification for the many Oakland residents who currently lack one. The ID card will also unify the Oakland community, make it safer and more secure, benefit the local economy, and facilitate participation in public and private City activities.

Many people in Oakland—immigrants, students, the elderly, the homeless, runaway youth, and others—currently suffer from the lack of identification, which restricts their access to jobs, housing, law enforcement, and financial institutions. Without bank accounts, many pay costly fees to cash their checks and carry large sums of cash, becoming attractive targets for muggers. Moreover, because they do not have a way of identifying themselves to the police, these and other victims of violent crimes—such as domestic violence—are less likely to report such crimes. Similarly, the ID card would assist in identifying children and the elderly, who often possess no identification or emergency contact information. 
The potential benefits of a city ID card for all Oakland residents also include:
· Full participation of residents in civic affairs;
· Access for all residents to local resources such as libraries and museums;
· Ability of all residents to participate in local commerce, such as opening a bank account, establishing credit, accessing loans, and utilizing a local currency;
· Increased public safety for all residents by improved crime reporting and witness cooperation;
· Discounts for residents and increased use of City institutions such as the zoo, museums, etc. 

Lastly, a City ID card will improve my agency/organization's ability to identify and work with people in need and further our opportunities to secure additional resources on behalf of these individuals.  On behalf of our directors, clientele, and constituency, we are therefore pleased to stand with the Oakland Municipal ID Coalition in working to make Oakland a more humane and richer city. 

______________________________________________________________________

(Name and Title of Person Signing)

______________________________________________________________________

(Contact Information)
Endorsed by: Centro Legal de la Raza, Black Alliance for Just Immigration, East Bay La Raza Lawyers Association, Green Party of Alameda County, Oakland CAN, Assemblymember Sandre Swanson, and others…
Return to: OCICC, c/o Centro Legal de la Raza, 2501 International Blvd., Oakland, CA, 94601
Email:  oaklandcityidcard@gmail.com
Phone: 510-437-1554 x118
…What People are Saying about the MUNICIPAL ID CARD…

“The Oakland City Council affirms and declares that Oakland is a City of Refuge for immigrants from all countries.”  ---Oakland’s Sanctuary City Resolution, 5/15/07

“It is in the best interests of its residents for the City and County of San Francisco to issue its own municipal identification card.”  ---SF Municipal ID card Ordinance

"It would make us feel safe, so we can walk down the street without fear."  --- Undocumented female worker, Richmond, CA

 "I think it's long overdue.  We need to be safe and protect our society, whether they have documentation or not."  --- Richmond City Councilman John Marquez (Contra Costa Times, 4/27/08)

 “[Our] City ID Card is above all a pragmatic policy -- and one that benefits the whole city…  From a public health and public safety standpoint, it doesn't make sense to have 10,000 members of a community afraid to get medical help or report crime, just because they're undocumented."   --- New Haven, CT, Board of Aldermen President Carl Goldfield (New Haven Register, 6/8/08)
·  “Roughly 2 million African-Americans lack the required identity documents.

· “11 million native-born citizens currently lack the required documents.

· “Low-income people are nearly twice as likely to lack these documents as people with higher incomes.

“As African-Americans, we should be deeply concerned about the ongoing attack on immigrants and refugees—an attack that is increasingly fueled by bigotry and opportunism. Why?  Because we have always demanded and fought for the rights of all individuals to be treated with respect and dignity. Because of the negative impact anti-immigrant policies will have on the African-American community. And because we know what it means to be made second class citizens—and it’s about to happen again.”  --- Eric Ward, National Field Director for The Center for New Community (Perspectives, Volume I Issue 1 Spring 2007)
 “The positive benefits the card’s supporters predicted for it have materialized. More immigrants have emerged from the shadows and are participating in city life. The streets are safer and crime has dropped because immigrants are now putting their savings in banks instead of carrying them in their pockets, reducing robberies…  Immigrants who had once feared the police are no longer reluctant to report crimes.”  ---New York Times editorial, 5/22/08

 “We all rely on immigrants — always have, always will.”  --- Richard Stack, business owner, New Haven, CT 
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